OLD MAN BECOMES MILITARY GENERAL
forces against a regular army. The disorganisation of the military administration in Russia was to our advantage. Moreover, I had the constant task of directing the propaganda and the diplomatic proceedings."
"Had you no difficulties with the Soldiers' Councils which then came into existence, with the same food for all and the claiming of equal rights for all?"
"For some time. I had the officers eat apart from the men and I myself sometimes ate with the former and sometimes with the latter. I was always glad to be able to spend part of the day alone. Humanity does not force me to lose whole hours with people. Humanity in the army also; yes. But that also implies order. There must be a superior order and an order subject to it. I was in the war, and therefore I could not preach humanity emphatically as the first thing. I had men to reckon with and work with, just as they were, and I had to calculate what they could do. And of course humanity in caring for the soldiers and exposing their lives to danger as little as possible."
"Is it true/' I asked further, "that anyone who wishes to command must have learned to obey? For a long time I have doubted the truth of
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